TOP: An
insurance
adjustor has
deemed the
historic old Bear
Valley Hall
unsafe for
anything but
storage pur-
poses, closing it
indefinitely.
RIGHT: The
wood siding of
the Bear Valley
Schoolhouse, is
speckled with
holes from
woodpeckers.
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until now.

A End

For more than a
" century, the Bear
Valley Hall has
united far-flung
South County
residents through
parties, meetings
and reunions -

By JOEL TURNER
Pinnacle Staff Writer

In an area where miles often separate
neighbors, Bear Valley Hall, the old one-room
schoolhouse on Airline Highway near the
Pinnacles, has served as the community-meeting
place since the 1800s.

Families and friends came together for
weddings, reunions, birthdays and Pedro parties.
A group of women known as the Home Department
used the hall for monthly meefings on topics ranging
from canning and sewing in the 1960s, to quilting
techniques and wildflower identification today.

That ended this month. The venerable Bear

See Bear Valley, Page A10






